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T having been rumour'd, within theſe few Diys 

| paſt, that an At of Grace will be ſpredily brought 
into Parliamene; and being earnettly preſs'd by ſe- 
veral of my Correſpondents to diſcoutſe upon that 
Subject, before it is tos late, Thave choſen this Day 
for the Conſidera tion of ir, ard deftgn to ſhew bow 

ridiculous ſuch Rumours are, under the preſeut Cir- 
cumſtances of our Aﬀoics. | 
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But beſdre Ido this, it will be proper to obſcrve 
that there is a very great Difference hetween a Gene- 
ral AQ of Indemnity or Oblivion, and an At of Grace. 
The /ormer takes its Rile in Parliament and is con- 
firm's, like other Acts, hy the Royal Aſſent; Whereas 
the latter always comes Originally from the Throne; 
and is only, in a Manner, accepted by the Repreſen . 
tatives of the People, who have no Power to make 
any Alteration in it, but are obliged either to paſs, 
or re ject it, as it comes to them, upon once reading. 
For this Reaſon, ſomę vefy eminent Lawyers have 
been of Opinion that although an A# of Grace is zn 
ubſolute Pardon from the Cy oun, it does not perclude 
the Parliament from any future Examination, like 
an AT of Indemnity: I ſhall take upon my ſelf ro 
decide whether this Diſtinction is juſt or- not 3 but 
it certainly carries ſome Weight with it and is a 
Point, hitherro- nnderermined by Parliament, in 
which it hath been urged. 
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Aﬀs of Oblivion or Indemnity are never paſs'd but 
| upon very extraordinary Occafions, after great Con- 
vulfions and Changes in Government, ſuch as haps 
pen'd at the Reſtoration and the Revolation; which 
are, i think, the only rwo Events that ha ve produced 
Ads of this Kind, within the Memory of any Man 
| now living. Bur Ale Grace have been more com- 
mon and a iſpens'd upon leſs momentous Occafions. 
„, The Acceſſion of his late Majeſiy to the Throne 
coccaſioned ſome Commotions in the Kingdom and 
(as tit too frequently happens upoh a Eftab/iſhments) 
/ involy'd many ot his miſguided Subject in the Guile 
and Penalties of Rebellion; which gave his Majeſty 
g an Opportunity of exerting bis uatural Clemency in 
a general Ad of Grace and free Pardon; having firſt 
Y | made ſome neceſſary Examples of Juſtice. There 
N | was indeed another Ad of Grace, at the latter Ead - 
of his Reign. which ſeem deſigned for the Beneſit of 
Miniſters, inſtead of the People ; and for that Reaſan 
„it was generally diſliked. | e 
But his preſent Majeſty was ſo far from meeting 
© | with any Oppoſition or Difficulties when he came to 
„ | the Turone, that he took po ſſeſſion of it, amidſt the 
5 | Univerſal Acclamations of his People. There was 
not ſo much as a malevolent Word or the molt diſtant 
Murmur of Di/affedion heard in our Streets; not one 
clouded Brow was ſeen, nor the leaſt appearance of 
Diſcontent; but Perſons of all Ranks and Denomina- 
tions in all Parts of the Kingdom, ſeemed to vye with 
one another, in the molt dutifal and zealous Expreſ- 
ſions of Joy and Congratulation. | + 
It is therefore plain that there can be no Deſign of 
ſuch an AF, at vreſzni ; but having undertaken to gie 
the Reader an hiſtorical Eflay upon this Subject, it 
cannot be improper to make ſome ; Obſervations on 
thoſe Crimes, which are nfually and ought ww 


% 
— 


nh Do oe. 


2 


N . 


be excepted out of every a of Grace; ſuch as Mur- 
der, Perjury, Forgery, Sodomy, Rapes, Rohbeay, & c. as 
likewiſe all Kinds of Misdemcanour and Corruption 
Treaſurer, Minifter or Offer of the Crown in the Ma- 
nagement of his Majeſty's Revenue or che Admini- 


ſtration public Afairs. 


I need not explain the Reaſons for excepting Offen · 
ders of the firft Sort ; becauſe every Man, of tne low- 
eſt Underſtanding, is able to diſcern that pardoning. 


fach miſchievous and deteſtable Crimes would be fo 
far from being interpreted of any. Benrfit or advan: 
tage to the People, that it would be certainly coin- 


plained of as a dreadful and injurious Grievance. 


Exceptions, of the latter Kind, are founded on 
Reaſons, which are much ſtronger, though perhaps 
not ſa obvious to com mon Apprehenſions, becauſe nat 


ſo immediately felt; and yet any Man, upon the 

Reflection, will be obliged to acknou ledge that abu- 
fing a publick Truſt, of the greateſt Importance, and 
plundering a whole Nation, are Crimes of a much more 

formidable Nature and therefore leſs deſerving Par- 


don than breaking open Twenty Houſes, or even cutting 
a many Thyeats, 6 
It highly concerns the Intereſt of the People, for 


whole Service theſe Ars are ſuppoſed to be intended, 


that M:n;fters ſhould be excepted out of them; el- 
pecially if it ſhould happen to be a Time, when 3 


whole Nation complains of wicked Management and 


panes for Juſtice agaiaſt their Oppreſſors An Ao 


Grace, at fuch a Time, would be av Act of the great- 


eſt Eruelry. It would be figning a Dead Warrant to 


the Innocent and a general Goal Delivery to the Guilty, 
It would be mocking a People: in their AMiſery and 
pardoning them for being undone. 8 | 
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Theſe Ads are indeed always prejudicial to the 
People, uulels when ſome publick Diſturbance or ge. 


nexal 


neral Calamity hath made them neceſſary; becauſe 
as Miniſters have the drawing them up, they will 
perhaps, leave rho/e Crimes intirely unexcepted, of 
which they know they know themſelves to be moſt 


guilty ; or if they ſhould be ſo modeſt as not to leave 


out the uſual Exceptions, which ate made in theſs 
Ads; yet they will certainly take Care to word them 
n fuch a dark and Miniſterial Manner, as to ſerve 


them for a Pleas, in Cate of Neceffity; and here 1 


maſt ag in take Notice thar the Parliament hath no 


| Power to make any Alterations. 
This is a double Grievance to the People; not- 
only as it abſoives T»oſe, who have injured them, and 


encourages them to go on in their Oppreſſions 5 bur 


likewiſe as it is a Temptation to all future Miniſters 
to act in the ſame Manner, having the ſame Oppor- 
tunity of ſecuring Themſelves; for, at this Rate, a 


wiced Man hiath nothing to do, when he gets into 


Power, but to plunder, harras and oppreſs the People, 


till he hath ſufficiently gorg'd his own Vanity, Am- 
bition and Avarice; and when he finds his Intereſt 


# 


declining, to take a little Shame ts himſelf any retire; 


for Retuge behind that Screen of all Screens, an ddt 
of Grace, ©. - 1, 

Since therelore it appears that this Practice of 
ſcreeaing great Criminals, under the Colour of a po- 
pular A, is contrary to the original De/ign of thoſe 
Ads; that: is of dangerous Conſequence both to the 
Prince and the People, and bears an infamous Re- 
flection on Miniſters themſelves ; ſince, I ſay, all this 
is ſ plain, how ridiculoas is it to ſurmiſe that ont 
preſent Miniſters (whom all Parties muſt confcls (o 
be very boneſt. Minifters) will have Recourſe to ſo. 
pititul an Exncdient? — Thoſe, who make it their 


it out of rank Malice, and with a vile Deſign ot al- 
ſherfing their Characters. But 
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Buſineſs to propogate ſuch a Suggeſtion certainly do 5 
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ut to expoſe the Folly ot this idle Report a lit- 


tle farther — Wt a: poſſivie Occaſion can Theſe _ 


Gentlemen be ſuppoſed to have tor ſuoh an Al, at 
this Time > — {t tbe publick Revenues have been 


frogally, wiſely and honettly adminiver'd ; it all 


arltement Appropriations have beden ſtrictly obſer- 


ved; and faithſul Accounts have been conſtanily de- 


liverd, wher ca Hed for; if no corrupt Barg aint have 

been made, or vile Jobs carried on, for private Ad- 
vantage and to the great Detriment of the Publick ; 
if there have been no ſcandalous Sales oſ Places, 
Patents and Offces ; it here hath been no profuſe . 
Diſſipation of the Publick Treaſure. in Fenſſont, 

Bountses, ſecret Service and other unaccountable Ex- 
Pences, to the Oppreſſion of the People, and the 
DeſtruQion of that Laber, on which our Conſtitu- 
tion depends. <—— If the Treaty of Seville hath 


Procured us a @ ſafe and honourable Peace, which an- 


ſwers all our Purpoſes; all tos could evped from a 
Treaty, and removes all the Grievances, which were 
Defore complain'd o; if our Merchrnts have Reaſon 
to be ſatisfied that they ſhall receive full Reparation | 
forall their Loſſes; it our Trade and Manufactures 
are again put in flouriſhing Condition; if our Right 
to Gibraltar and Port- Mahon is effe ctually ſecured, 
beyond all Poſſeſſions of Dunkirk are really demoli- 
ſhed ; if no Freatics have been made directly contra. 
ry to the Aﬀ of Settlement; if the Multiplicity of 
Guarantics, in which we are engaged; and all the vaſt 
Expences we ha ve been at, for ſeveral Years paſt, have 
been evidently for the Intereſt of England only, and 
not entirely for that of foreign States and Dominions; 


in ſhort, if we enjoy at preſent, ſuch an happy Situ* 


ation of Affairs, as is not to be parrllel'd by Any paſt 
Profpe&. —If this I ſay, is the Caſe, what Occaſion 


can there be for any Indemnity? Do all theſe good 
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Actions require a Pardon; or do they not rather in- 
title them ro the Thanks of the People; and can it he 
n | 1vppoſed that any Miniſter, who bathfo long vaunted 
Himſelf of his Integrity; and defied his Ad verſaries to 
prove one fingle Inſtance ot Mile'Adminiſtration a* 
gainſt Him, will at length confirm all that they have 
. 1aid, by defiring an Ad of Grace for his Securit7 ? 

This would be the füllen Confeſſion of Guilt; a 
"of Declaration from his own Mouth, ſtranzer than any 


hi h his Adverſeries have yet made, that his 


M caſures are not what they have beeh repreſented, 
al and would certainly give malicious Perſons an han- 
W dle to ſuggeſt, with Reaſon, that there muſt be 
A ſomething more at the Bottom, than is come 


n Light; ſome conecal d Iniquity ; ſome dar Praflices, 
or latent Article, which He dares not produee, ell 
armed with ſuch an Indemnification. © © _ 


9 Belides, his acting ſuch a mean Part would contri- 
ö bute but little to his Secui ity; far though it ſhould 
1 | be admitted as a Plea againſt an Impeachment; yet 
* if any flagitious Actions ſhould hereafter he diſcover d. 
* and a Parliament ſhould think fit to proceed againſt 


; | Him, they will certainly do ic by a Bill of Pains and 
5 Penalties, as hath been aiready practiced, in exzraor* 
diary Caſes, with ſo much Succeſs; and againſt 


© which an Ad of Grace would have no Eſſect; ſince 
a | nothing can be done by one Parliament, which ans 
Is ther Parliament cannot repeal. = 

4 | But this cannot be the Caſe of the great Minifter, 


now in Power, who hath altecady received the Ap- 
_ | Probation of the Legilature, which makes the Re- 
ſt | port of an Ad of Grace ftill more ridiculons; for can 
gn it be imagined that He will endeavour to make a 
a King and a Parliament act fo inconfiſtent a Part as 
to pardonMeaſures, which they have already afprov'd? 

This would be telling chem, in plain Terms, m_ - | 
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| Putting nimſelf upon the Foot of the Italian Bravoe: 


ary 2: yet it ought to be remember'd chat even a 
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. Cain.inals by Name; 
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Þ! ays the Part of a common Paltron, who ſwaggers and gives 
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hath abuſed their Conſdence and Favvur. It would be | 
| 


and Banditti, who being purſued for their Robberies 
and Murder, thre themſelves into a Church tor San, 


'Churcb. in that ſupe ſtitious Country, is rot always 
a Sanctuary, but often gives up a noutoriaus Offender 

the Juſtice of the Laws: a 5 
£ 1 hath been uſual, in moft ts of Gr: ce, to except pjear 
Cai, 3 and even ſome have been .xcpred, who 
Dave only been ſuſp cted of male Practices 3 for we nave ſecm 
Awo great, and learned Men excepted out ot an Act of Grace 
. "Who were foon after taken into Favour and Empl; ment; bur 
ow much more gloricus would it be for a Minitt er (eſpecial 


4 


Foun ruling Miniſter} to except himſe If, in ti ez nich of 


Fower? This would indeed be a noble Defiance ot his Ad verſa- 
ries, aud eſſectually ſilence all their Clamours, This would be 
nome Froof of clean Hand:, able Conquer and a Conſciouſneſi of 
ais own Interity.— But it, inſtead of this, he ſhould ty for 
Shelter to an Act of Parliament, aud meanly ſu mit to beg his 
Pardon from thoſe, u hom he hath inf len: ly ſet at Defiance, he 


imſelf Airs, when he knows he may do it wien Safety; bur, 
upon the firft Appeatance of Danger, ſuc aks under 2 Table, to 
avoid the Chatiaſemenc he deſerves. 8 7 | 
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